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CHICAGO




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
WTTW National Productions to Present

Ebert Presents At the Movies

New weekly film review program returns to the birthplace

of the original Sneak Previews with Siskel & Ebert
Series to debut nationally on public television beginning on January 21, 2011 (check local listings)

CHICAGO – January 6, 2011 -- Ebert Presents At the Movies, a new weekly half-hour film review program, debuts on public television stations nationwide beginning on January 21, 2011, distributed by American Public Television.  The program continues its 35-year run of a show first co-hosted by the late Gene Siskel and Ebert and later by Ebert and Richard Roeper and others at Buena Vista Television/Disney. It will return to its birthplace, WTTW Chicago, which will serve as the presenting station for its launch nationally on public television. The show began as COMING SOON AT A THEATER NEAR YOU and later transitioned into Sneak Previews, after which it became the highest-rated entertainment show in PBS history.

Producers Chaz and Roger Ebert report that in addition to reviewing new movies, the series will expand into coverage of New Media, special segments, and an extended website, www.ebertpresents.com. The program will incorporate the copyrighted "Thumbs Up/Thumbs Down®” format made famous by Siskel & Ebert.

The program's principal co-host will be Christy Lemire, film critic of The Associated Press. She will be joined by Ignatiy Vishnevetsky (ig-NAH-tee vish-nah-VET-ski), a critic and essayist for Mubi.com, a new multi-national streaming online cinematheque.  Lemire has been reviewing films for the AP since 1999 and became the first full-time film critic in the news organization's history in 2004. She is a Los Angeles native with a mother who loved Fellini and a father who loved Bogart.  Russian-born and Chicago-based Vishnevetsky is a co-founder of the acclaimed Cine-File.info, a guide to Chicago independent and underground cinema, a contributor to The Chicago Reader, and he helps program the current Cine-File Selects series at the University of Chicago's Doc Films, the nation's oldest film society.  
"This is the rebirth of a dream," said Ebert, who partnered in recent years with Richard Roeper. He said he will act as co-producer and employ a computer voice to appear on every episode, with segments titled “Roger’s Office,” with points of view and reviews devoted to classics, overlooked, and new films. He will not debate with the two co-hosts. "They'll be awarding the Thumbs, and you can't have three Thumbs," he said.

Occasional contributors will be Kim Morgan of Los Angeles and Omar Moore of San Francisco, both respected and popular film bloggers. Morgan specializes in her love of film noir and classic cinema at www.sunsetgun.com and writes for MSN and the Huffington Post. Moore, an attorney, publishes reviews, essays and video essays on his site, www.popcornreel.com. He is also a member of the San Francisco Film Critics Circle.  Lemire, Mitchell and Morgan were guest co-hosts after the death of Siskel.

The program will be produced by Chaz Ebert, an attorney who for 20 years has been vice-president of The Ebert Company, Ltd.  "A contract has been signed between WTTW and Ebert PRODUCTIONS LLC, and the show will be taped at WTTW’s studios and distributed by WTTW National Productions to the nation's public broadcasting stations by American Public Television (APT)," said Frances J. Harth, Vice President, Program Development and Syndication for WTTW. "We're pleased to welcome the show back home." Underwriters and sponsorships are being handled by VALENTI Advertising Design Ideas of Chicago.

With a salute to Michael Phillips and A. O. Scott, hosts of the final season of the Disney-produced show, and another to Richard Roeper, a co-host for eight years, Ebert said, "I believe that by returning to its public television roots, our new show will win better and more consistent time slots in more markets. American television is swamped by mindless gossip about celebrities, and I'm happy this show will continue to tell viewers honestly if the critics think a new movie is worth seeing." Ebert went on to say that with the support and added content of a multimedia website associated with the show, Ebert Presents At The Movies will be extended beyond the TV marketplace to take film reviews and features into a new robust arena. The site is anticipated to launch with popularity, given that Roger’s current site, www.rogerebert.com, enjoys nearly 10 million hits monthly. And it will be available on multiple digital platforms.

Legal Services for Ebert Productions LLC are being handled by Eliot Ephraim of Ephraim and Associates, PC, in Chicago and Anita First of Anita First Law Corporation, Inc., in Los Angeles.

About WTTW National Productions

WTTW National Productions is a division of Window to the World Communications, Inc., the parent company of WTTW11 Chicago, the nation’s most-watched public television station.  For more than 50 years, WTTW11 and WTTW National Productions have introduced a wide array of groundbreaking television programming – reflecting the world’s rich and diverse arts and entertainment scene as well as education, politics, public affairs, business, and religion – to a national audience. Its landmark innovative series and original productions include the critically-acclaimed performance showcases Soundstage and Legends of Jazz with Ramsey Lewis, Grannies on Safari, CEO Exchange, David Broza at Masada: The Sunrise Concert, MEXICO -- One Plate at a Time with Rick Bayless, Retirement Revolution, and the animated children’s series WordWorld. More information about WTTW National Productions is available at www.wttw.com/national.

About American Public Television (APT)

American Public Television (APT) has been a leading distributor of high-quality, top-rated programming to America’s public television stations since 1961. In 2009, APT distributed 56 of the top 100 highest-rated public television titles. Among its 300 new program titles per year are prominent documentaries, news and current affairs programs, dramatic series, how-to programs, children’s series and classic movies, including For Love of Liberty: The Story of America’s Black Patriots, A Ripple of Hope, Rick Steves' Europe, Newsline, Globe Trekker, Simply Ming, America's Test Kitchen From Cook’s Illustrated, Lidia's Italy, P. Allen Smith's Garden Home, Murdoch Mysteries, Doc Martin, Rosemary and Thyme, Johnny Cash at Folsom Prison, The Great American Songbook and John Denver: The Wildlife Concert. APT also licenses programs internationally through its APT Worldwide service. In 2006, APT launched Create® – the TV channel featuring the best of public television's lifestyle programming. APT is also a partner in the WORLD™ channel expansion project including its web presence at WORLDcompass.org. For more information about APT’s programs and services, visit APTonline.org. For more information on Create, visit CreateTV.com.
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CONTACT:


Sonia Evans at � HYPERLINK "mailto:s.evans@rogerebertpresents.com" ��s.evans@rogerebertpresents.com�	


Joy Wingren at � HYPERLINK "mailto:joy@valentiadv.com" ��joy@valentiadv.com� 


Julia Maish at � HYPERLINK "mailto:jmaish@wttw.com" ��jmaish@wttw.com�, 773.509.5551








