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How the crisis in Northern Californiaôs Klamath Basinð where ranchers, fishermen, utility 

companies and Indian Tribes have been competing for water, food, and energyðwas 

turned into a surprising truce that might lead to the largest dam removal project ever 

undertaken, the possibility of peaceful co-existence and the revival of the region.  
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Dear colleague:  

 
NAPT is pleased to present River of Renewal , one of four powerful 

documentaries (three from NAPT) for  your November schedules. While 
we very much hope that you will consider these as a package for your 

programming commemorating Native American Heritage Month and that 
you will schedule all four in complementary slots (such as weekly or as a 

stunt), they ar e being offered separately so you are able to choose any 
or all.  (ITVS is offering  the fourth,  Summer Sun Winter Moon.)  

  

(Clinton Steeds )  
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In River of Renewal , we accompany Yurok/Karuk/Hupa producer Jack 

Kohler in his  journeys through California's Klamath River Basin , a region 
as large as Connecticut, Rhode Island, and New Hampshire , where 

salmon have thrived since time immemorial . Like so many American and 
global regions  in crisis over fisheries  and scar ce water, the area  has  

been experiencing  horrendous disputes  betwee n utility companies, 
farmers , ranchers,  different tribes  and other competing  interests  for 

years . Out of the conflicts and in response to legislation that adversely 

affects all concerned,  there  are grassroots movements employing  
conflict resolution and con sensus building that  show promise for this 

environmentally sensitive region.  
 

Jack Kohler  grew up  with his Welsh mother in San Francisco and 
returned to the North California coast to reconnect with his fatherôs 

Indian roots and to produce  a film about the 1978  ñsalmon wars.ò  At 
the center of these salmon wars has been an ongoing issue  around 

whose interests are the most important to serve in the area and four 
huge  hydroelectric dams in the rivers of the Klamath Basin . The conflicts 

came to a head in 2002, when the federal government ordered the 
unlimi ted release of water  for farmers in the area. That water release 

led first to the death of 80,000 spawning salmon, and, a short time 
later, t o th e collapse of the salmon fisheries  off the California and 

Oregon coasts.  Recognizing their mutual dependence  on the health of 

the river, many former antagonists now demand the removal of the 
dams  and endeavor to share the water . 

 
Update:  Just two days before River of Renewal was honored by  the  

ñBest Documentary Award at the American Indian Film Festival, 
PacifiCorp signed ñan agreement in principle ò with the Secretary of the 

Interior and the governors of California and Oregon to remove the four 
hydroelectric dams on the Klamath River.   

 
River of Renewal  is produced  by  Stephen Most, Jack Kohler and Steve 

Michelson and p resented by NAPT. It is underwritten by  California 

Council of Humanities, Jewish Foundation of Nashville and Nu Lambda 
Trust .  Local underwriting is permitted.  

 
Please  contact me if you have questions.  Iôll be in touch with you about 

your car riage plans during the next months. A fact sheet follows.   
 

Very truly yours,  
Regina  

Regina  Eisenberg  

R EISENBERG PRESENTS, INC. 
 

regina@stationrelations.com  | 510.55 0.1706  

 2340 Powell Street, Suite 333, Emeryville, CA  94608  
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Program Summary:  

How the crisis in Northern Californiaôs Klamath Basinð where ranchers, 
fishermen, utility companies and Indian Tribes have been competing for 

water, food, and energy ðwas turned into a s urprising truce that might 

lead to the largest dam removal project ever undertaken, the possibility 
of peaceful co -existence and the revival of the region.  

 
Episodes/Length:   

1/60  
 

Available Starting: 
November 1, 2009  

 
Rights:    

Broadcast:  6 Releases/ 4Year s.  
  November 1, 2009 ï October 31, 2013   

VOD: Yes 
Non -Commercial Cable: Yes 

School Record: 1 Year   

 
Video:     

SD Letterbox  
 

NOLA Code:  
RVRN 00 K1 

 

SD Feed: 
Saturday, October 25, 2009 @ 1900-2000 ET/SD07 

 

Audio/Visual:   
Stereo /Closed Captioned  

  
V-Chip Rating: 

TV-G  
 

Producers:  
Stephen Most, Jack Kohler and Steve Michelson 
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Presenter: 

NAPT 
 

Underwriters:  
California Council of Humanities  

Jewish Foundation of Nashville  
Nu Lambda Trust  

 
Local Underwriting:   

Local underwriting  is permitted .  
 

Awards: 
Best Documentary, T he American Indian Film Festival.  

 
DVD:  

www.videoproject.com  

 
Websites:  

www.nativetelecom.org   
www.stationrelations.com  (Note: this redirects to :)  

www .reisenbergpresents.com   
 

Complementary Programs Offered in Time for Native American 
Heritage Month: 

To Brooklyn and Back: A Mohawk Journey (Via NAPT & PBS Plus )   
For the Rights of All: Ending Jim Crow in Alaska (Via NAPT & APT 

Exchange )   
Summer Sun Winte r Moon  (Via ITVS & PBS Plus)  

 
Contacts:   

Station Relations & DVD Screener 

Regina Eisenberg  
R EISENBERG PRESENTS, INC. 

regina@stationrelations.com   
510.550.1706  

 
Publicity & PR: 

Georgiana Lee  
NAPT 

glee3@un lnotes.unl.edu  
402.472.0497  

 
Viewer Questions & Comments:  

Native American Public Telecommunications  
www.nativetelecom.org  
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