




SOUND OF THE SOUL  (synopsis)
In a world increasingly polarized by religious conflicts and fundamentalist forces, 

SOUND OF THE SOUL transports viewers on an exhilarating and thought-provoking cinematic journey, reverberating with unity, understanding, and most of all, hope.  Award-winning director Stephen Olsson’s new film is a vivid, multi-layered portrait of both of an open-minded Arab city and The Fez Festival of World Sacred Music, an exceptional event that invites Muslim, Christian and even Jewish men and women to perform in public at its historic sites. 
SOUND OF THE SOUL explores the heart of Fez itself: its heritage of tolerance as an ancient sanctuary for people of different faiths; its mystical Islamic foundations; its evocative medieval settings.  This is the ideal location for an unforgettable festival that brings together a unique array of musicians – a transcendent chorus of African Berber women, a Portuguese Fado singer, a French early music ensemble, players and vocalists from Afghanistan, England, Russia, Ireland, Mauritania, Turkey and finally, a gospel band from New York City.  All are intermixed with ecstatic Sufi performers and all are connected through their artistry by profound expressions of love and longing.  An Episcopal priest in the crowd notes: 

"Every religion on earth is very dependent upon the arts, because the arts are the most direct and immediate way of communicating profound passions and profound beliefs."
Through the narrow alleyways of the walled, ninth-century Moroccan city, an articulate and engaging Sufi teacher guides viewers on this illuminating adventure into “the hearing of the heart.”  
"To the Sufis, God cannot be known through the mind only. The mind is like a horse that carries you to the door of the sultan's palace, but cannot enter it with you. So the mind can lead you to knowing the existence of God, but not to communicate with God and know the essence of God - that's a different dimension."
SOUND OF THE SOUL captures the multifacted nature of this extraordinary celebration by deftly weaving together insightful commentaries from musicians with live discussions from an international symposium of philosophers, scientists and spiritual leaders – all inter-cut with compelling musical performances.   An inspiring antidote to spreading sectarian violence and global threats of a “clash of civilizations”, SOUND OF THE SOUL ultimately reveals the essential connection among all faiths, so aptly expressed in an Afghan singer’s closing affirmation:  


“Music has no religion, no borders, no boundaries.  Music is the sound of the soul.“

(continued)

SOUND OF THE SOUL
FOR PRESS PHOTOS (300 dpi):

http://cemproductions.org/press.shtml 

ONE PARAGRAPH SYNOPSIS

In a world increasingly polarized by religious conflicts and fundamentalist forces, 

SOUND OF THE SOUL is a timely, thought-provoking cinematic journey, reverberating with unity, understanding, and most of all, hope.  Award-winning director Stephen Olsson’s new film offers viewers a vivid, multi-layered portrait of both an open-minded Arab city and Morocco‘s Fez Festival of World Sacred Music – an exceptional event that invites Muslim, Christian and even Jewish men and women to perform in public at its historic sites.  An inspiring antidote to spreading sectarian violence and global threats of a “clash of civilizations”, SOUND OF THE SOUL ultimately reveals the essential connection between all religions and faiths.

ONE SENTENCE SYNOPSIS

In a world increasingly polarized by religious conflicts and fundamentalist forces, SOUND OF THE SOUL – award-winning director Stephen Olsson’s new film about Morocco’s Fez Festival of World Sacred Music – offers viewers a timely, thought-provoking and inspiring cinematic journey, reverberating with unity, understanding, and most of all, hope.
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STEPHEN OLSSON – BIOGRAPHY

Stephen Olsson has produced and directed numerous award-winning documentary films, as well as television series and feature news reports throughout the world.  He has been the recipient of television’s three major awards: The National Emmy Award (for Outstanding Director) the DuPont-Columbia Award and the George Foster Peabody Award.

Olsson’s documentary work has most often focused on international themes and character-driven stories.  Previous films include the award-winning “Our House in Havana”, which aired nationally in the U.S. on PBS, in Canada on the CBC and throughout Europe, Japan and Latin America; “Last Images of War”, filmed in eight countries for the BBC, narrated by Ben Kingsley and premiered at the Sundance Film Festival, subsequently receiving the National Emmy Award and two additional National Emmy nominations; “Afghanistan: The Fight For a Way of Life”, broadcast nationally in the U.S., Europe, Asia and Australia, and cited by The New York Times as one of the best documentary films of the year.   

Stephen Olsson was Writer and Series and Senior Producer for “School Colors”, a three-part documentary series produced for the PBS “Frontline” series, which received the Dupont-Columbia Award for Excellence in Broadcast Journalism, and was cited by The Boston Globe (and others) as one of the best television programs of the year.  Olsson has also produced television documentaries, news features and development programs in Africa, Eastern Europe, Central and South Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean.  Since 2001, he has been the Director of Original Programming for Link TV, a U.S. national satellite network.

SHORTER BIO

Stephen Olsson's films have most often focused on international themes and character-driven stories.  He has received the National Emmy Award for Outstanding Director, the DuPont-Columbia Award for Excellence in Broadcast Journalism and the George Foster Peabody Award.  His films, which have played at international film festivals and broadcast on television throughout the world include: “Last Images of War”, narrated by Ben Kingsley,  (Sundance Festival premiere),  “Our House in Havana”,   “School Colors”, “Afghanistan: The Fight for a Way of Life”, “John Collier: A Visual Journey”, “To Find the Baruya Story” and others.
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SOUND OF THE SOUL  - Press Reviews

“The intersection between spirituality and world-music is pinpointed in "Sound of the Soul," 

a handsome documentary  about the Fez Festival in Morocco.  The event, which takes place annually in the North African city renowned for its history of tolerance, offers attendees a platform where they can tie together music and faith as a universal bond… The main attraction is the lineup of frequently astonishing acts glimpsed and (more importantly) heard. They range from ethereal Irish vocal group Anuna and mournful Portuguese singer Katia Guerriro to choirs devoted to early Euro-Russo sacred music. Groups from outside the West are often intensely rhythmic and ecstatic, though most raucous is New York City brass band Sons of Thunder. There's great sonic variety among the Moroccan acts alone. Wide-format DV lensing and sound recording are first-rate.”  -  Dennis Harvey  VARIETY
“This film is a well-needed reminder that religion and spirituality cannot be divorced from the human experience. And in the face of all the violence done in the name of religion, this movie makes us remember that even though the words are different, often times we are singing the same song”.    - Alana B. Elias Kornfeld  BELIEF.NET

"The music you will see in this film is extraordinary, and its message of healing is extraordinary. There is no film that is screening in this film festival this year that means more to me, and I think that means more to the possible future of us living in this city, and on this planet."

Peter Scarlet, Director: Tribeca Film Festival

“Sound of the Soul offers an insider's look at this annual celebration of spirituality and art. Performers range from a Christian brass band from New York and Fado singers from Portugal to a chorus of female Berber singers from Africa and medieval ensembles from France, all of whom embrace the philosophy of an Afghan performer who says, "music is the sound of the soul."









The New York Times

“A handsome documentary...intensely rhythmic and ecstatic. Wide-format DV lensing and sound recording are first-rate.”      Variety

There's a moment in "Sound of the Soul" when you stop looking at the subtitles. 

You don't need them when the Frasa Group from Morocco works itself into a frenzy of spiritual chanting, shifting forcibly from one note to the next in near unison. No matter your religion or lack thereof, it's no longer about the words or deities or beliefs, but rather the transcendent power of music.  Mauritanian singer Dimi Mint Abba says, "What I think about really depends on the song I am singing. I have conversations with God."  Or Mohammed. Or Allah. Or Buddha. It's practically all the same to these musicians, and that's why their songs never get lost in translation.

       The Boston Globe

The global rise of religious fundamentalism and its frightening effect on international politics can make mutual respect and dialogue between people of different cultures and faiths seem like an impossible dream. But as this thoughtful documentary shows, music is a language that is understood by every faith. A moving testament to the healing power of music, Sound of the Soul offers a microcosmic vision of what a culture of tolerance can achieve and gives hope that such an approach might spread to the world outside Fez.”    - Kellen Quinn    Tribeca Film Festival

“The movie bathes the viewer in a sumptuous symphony of color and texture, from the performers’ gorgeous outfits to the images of the markets, shrines, and surrounding landscape. The musical excerpts are the icing on the cake.”

The New Mexican

In “Sound of the Soul” Olsson has captured a piece of all that’s good in the world.

Movie Magazine
“The extensive concert footage is so infectious that viewers will find it difficult to stay seated.”

Yoga Journal

"How about some Islamic songs about love and friendship - would that come in handy just now? Against the sensational headlines and unceasing barrage of associating terrorists with millions of innocent people...Stephen Olsson went to Fez, and...fashioned a remarkable documentary, "Sound of the Soul." A concert film, a travelogue, a history lesson, a mild-mannered homily, Olsson's work is a grand upper...pulling together Berber women, a fabulous Portuguese Fado singer, a French early-music ensemble, players and vocalists from Afghanistan, England, Russia, Ireland, Mauritania, Turkey and finally, a gospel band from New York City.Ecstatic Sufi performers dominate the concert, but the sound, the music, the "message" are all suffused with sincere expressions of love and longing, against a great heritage of tolerance, an ancient sanctuary for people of different faiths. Yes, it's about time again for a dose of this artless art, these legions of Candides, whistling in the dark about the best of all possible worlds."   San Francisco Examiner






"From soothing the savage breast to giving peace a chance, music has often been offered as a means to cross cultural divides and spur humanity's nobler instincts. Stephen Olsson's great-looking wide-screen documentary is a feast for fans of world music...You will no doubt emerge wondering how to get yourself to next year's Fez Fest...Sound of the Soul offers a very flavorful experience that's a lot less expensive than a plane ticket to North Africa."










SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN

"Stephen Olsson's film aspires to be much more than a record of Morocco's Festival of World Sacred Music...All of it is lovely and all of it is acoustic...everything we hear is truly a people's music rooted in daily lives of struggle. It's thus akin to America's lost folkloric music, as found in the hollows of Appalachia and on Southern backroads before transistor radios and American Idol homogenized everything...Even if you don't agree that "we are victims of earthly existence" and believe rather that our earthly existence is justified only by the creation and enjoyment of art such as this, Sound of the Soul reaches and holds a high note."
    - SF Weekly




SOUND OF THE SOUL    -  Music Credits & Notes

1. Sayed Temsamani Group -   (Morocco – White turbaned Sufi group)

2. Malhoun -  (Morocco – Craftsman group in red Fez hats)

3. Francoise Atlan & the Mohammed Brioul Orchestra – France/Morocco

                                 (with Jewish singer from France/Algeria)

4. Fraja  (Morocco – Sufi group who goes into trance, with men and women;

                      never before conducted their “zikr” or sufi trance session in public) 

5. Farida Mahwash and the Kabul Ensemble   (Afghanistan – Rumi’s Song of 

                                  the  Flute,  sung by Farida Mahwash,  the first woman in

                                  Afghanistan to be named an  “Ustad” or master of music.

6. Anuna -  (Ireland – Male and Female chorus; Joanna Fagen, soloist) 

7. Sama Souhouri    (Morocco – Dark-skinned women’s Berber group Trance-

                                  inspiring “Song to the Camels”)

8. Tariqa Harraquia – ( Morocco -  Sufi Girls group;  The story of Mohammed’s 

                                       Revelation):  

9. Katia Guerriro – (Portugal -  Fado singer)

10. TheTallis Scholars –  (UK -  Liturgical Latin High Mass)

11. Dimi Mint Abba  (Mauritania – aka: “The “Diva” of the Desert” with daughters

                                  & makeup song about “modern women” in Mauritania)

12. Nass El Ghawane -  ( Morocco – The “Rolling Stones of Morocco” from Casa

                                  Blanca.  Have been playing together for over 30 years).

13. The McCollough Sons of Thunder – (black Gospel group from Harlem; 

                                 They end film with “Oh Happy Day”.

14. Gnawa – (Morocco – from the Sudani region)

15. The Sirine Choir - (Russia – Orthodox church spiritual ballads and devotional songs)

16. Venance Fortunat (France – Medieval French music from the 11th & 12th century)
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SOUND OF THE SOUL

Director’s Statement

The journey of my new film began in San Francisco in the Spring of 2002, when a friend brought an inspiring Moroccan Sufi teacher, Dr. Ahmed Sidi Kostas, to my film studio.  After a wonderful, rich conversation, Ahmed invited me to come visit him during the Fez Festival of World Sacred Music, taking place a month later.  I remember the warmth in his voice: “So come, brother, come, with or without your camera.”   

This was truly an offer I couldn’t refuse, and a week later, free plane tickets, hotel and ground transportation vouchers ‘miraculously’ arrived.  Two weeks after that, I was on my way with two crew members to North Africa, packing credit cards and small digital video cameras.  The documentary journey that would become SOUND OF THE SOUL unfolded from there – fueled in large part by what Dr. Kostas called the “baraka” (Arabic for grace) of a divinely human story that seemingly “wanted to be told.”

The setting was truly magical: a walled city, labyrinthine streets full of people from all over Africa and around the world.  We learned that Fez was founded as a religious sanctuary in the 9th century A.D. by a Sufi saint, fleeing persecution in Baghdad.  Since contentious differences of religion lie at the heart of over half the world’s major armed conflicts today, it felt right to me to be filming in an enlightened, Islamic center of acceptance and tolerance. 

For ten days, beginning every afternoon until the following dawn, rhythms and lyrics of different cultures poured forth from the most fantastic medieval locations throughout the city.  Afghan, Russian, Portuguese, Jewish, among others – each creating an almost trance-like “opening of the heart.”  After sunrise, we unexpectedly discovered an amazing gathering of scholars, musicians, scientists, U.N. & World Bank leaders, and spiritual teachers from all continents, deeply listening and talking with each other in an international symposium called “The Soul of Globalization.”  We witnessed real dialogues about global poverty, war, debt, religious strife, and more. The film portrays breakthroughs in empathy, compassion and respect – driven by the fact that art is one of the few pathways we have as human beings to really understand that ‘we are all connected’.  

Finally, my vision for SOUND OF THE SOUL is multi-faceted: to entertain, inspire and pull people "into the tent" for a unique conversation which will help heal wounds, address misunderstandings, and lay forth a new groundwork for inter-faith acceptance and world peace.   My dream is that this film will act as a catalyst to promote the power of music to "open the heart" for dialogues between people and leaders of different religions around the world.  
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STEPHEN OLSSON 

         FILMOGRAPHY

2005         SOUND OF THE SOUL: The Fez Festival of World Sacred Music

2003 ETHICS  AND A WORLD IN CRISIS: A DIALOGUE WITH THE DALAI LAMA  (Link  TV & Wellspring)

2002          FACE-TO-FACE: YOUNG ARABS AND AMERICANS   (Link TV)

2000 
 OUR HOUSE IN HAVANA   (PBS: POV; Misc. Euro & International)

      1995 
 JOHN COLLIER:  A VISUAL JOURNEY    (PBS: KQED)

      1994  
 SCHOOL COLORS (PBS: Frontline)

      1992 
 LAST IMAGES OF WAR  (BBC; PBS (POV) & misc. International)

1987  
 AFGHANISTAN:  THE FIGHT FOR A WAY OF LIFE (PBS National; Euro & International TV

      1986
AND THEN CAME JOHN  (KQED)

      1985 
 NUCLEAR NEIGHBORS:  FISSION IN THE COMMUNITY  (KCET)

1984       TO FIND THE BARUYA STORY: An Anthropologist at Work with a

           New Guinea Tribe   (PBS “Faces of Change” & Misc. Euro)

1984         HER NAME CAME ON ARROWS   (PBS “Faces of Change”  & Misc. Euro)
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